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Just a Few Words
By Ellen R. Braaf, Mid-Atlantic SCBWI Regional Advisor
Dear Mid-Atlantic Members,
Summer is zipping by. Registration for our fall conference
opens September 1. Tuition and fees remain the same
as last year. If finances prevent you from attending, I
encourage you to apply for the need-based Linda Wirkner
Memorial Scholarship. Details and a 2018 application can
be found online under the Members Only tab. Log into the
site to access this document. Completed applications
must be received no later than September 1, 2018.
Applications received after that date will not be considered.
Please follow directions carefully.
Conference co-chairs Erin Teagan and Val Patterson
are working hard on the October 19 and 2o, 2018, event.
Joining keynote speaker Pat Cummings will be editors
Elise Howard (Editor/Publisher, Algonquin Young Readers),
Racheal Stein (Editorial Associate, Clarion), Mekisha
Telfer (Associate Editor, Roaring Brook Press/Macmillan);
Bonnie Bader (SCBWI Board of Advisors/author/former
Associate Publisher, Frederick Warne and Editor-in-Chief,
Penguin Young Readers/Early Readers); agents/artists
representatives Cari Lamba (Jennifer De Chiara Literary
Agency), Sarah Landis (Sterling Lord Literistic), Shadra
Strickland (Painted Words); authors/illustrators Ginjer
Clarke, Laura Elliott, Vashti Harrison, Jacqueline Jules,
Debbie Levy, Jonathan Roth. Additional faculty TBA.
Please check the conference webpage for details and
updates.

retreats at Roslyn Center in Richmond, Terry Jennings for
running the Summer CritiqueFest, Vanessa Barger for the
Tidewater area gatherings, and Sarah Hand for organizing
the August 13, 2018, Member Get-Together in
Richmond, VA. (For details: midatlantic.scbwi.org/events.)
Special thanks go to Anne Marie Pace who is stepping
down as Charlottesville Area Event Coordinator after many
years of service. We’re grateful to Hannah Barnaby for
taking over the reins. Read Hannah’s bio under the Meet
Our Volunteers tab on our region’s homepage. We welcome
your help with upcoming events. Please contact Poppy
(Liza) Parfomak (lparfomak@yahoo.com) to volunteer.
As always, if you want to organize a get-together in your
local area—or if you have suggestions for future programs,
workshops, or speakers—do not hesitate to contact me.
(midatlantic-ra@scbwi.org)
Finally, kudos to Leah Henderson (One Shadow on the
Wall) and Barbara Carney-Coston (To the Copper Country:
Mihaela’s Journey) whose books were Crystal Kite Award
finalists.
Good luck with your writing and illustrating. Have a fun,
safe, and productive summer,
Best,

We’re grateful to our region’s talented and dedicated
volunteers. Thanks go to Larry Fogel-Bublick, Cyndy
Unwin, and Joan Waites for facilitating the May weekend

Illustration: JENNIFER SMYTH-CHURCH, jennifersmythchurch.com
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Upcoming Events
SCBWI EVENTS
Mid-Atlantic Summer CritiqueFest
The Mid-Atlantic SCBWI Summer CritiqueFest will be held on
Tuesday, July 24, 2018, at the Reston Regional Library, from 6
to 9 p.m. This is a FREE opportunity for our region’s members
to get feedback on a work-in-progress, to learn more about
the critique group process, and perhaps to find a few kindred
souls with whom to form a permanent critique group.
To register, please contact Terry Jennings, critique group
coordinator, at ltjennings@verizon.net. Put “CritiqueFest” in
the subject line and note the following: your name, address,
genre, critiquing experience, and interest in finding/forming
a critique group. Be prepared to send in your manuscript!
Terry will contact you to confirm registration and provide
additional details. Click HERE to learn more.

Mid-Atlantic PAL: Dinner and Conversation
with Julie Scheina
SCBWI Mid-Atlantic PAL members are invited to a dinner and
conversation with former Little, Brown editor Julie Scheina
on Saturday, September 15, 2018, from 4 through 6:30 p.m.
at Whitlow’s in Arlington, Virginia. The theme of Julie’s talk
is Revision Without Tears: Strengthening Your Manuscript
Without Losing Your Vision. The fee for this program is
$10.00 plus the cost of dinner. (Everyone is responsible for
purchasing their own food and drinks.) Pre-registration
is required. PAL members may contact Lezlie Evans at
lezlieevans@gmail.com to learn more and to RSVP. Thanks,
Patricia Kouttab, for your help in organizing this event!

MD/ DE/WV Fall Focus Retreat
Don’t miss this weekend retreat that delves deep and focuses
on craft! The retreat will take place from Friday, September
21, through Sunday, September 23, 2018, at Nesiya Lodge,
Capital Retreat Center in Waynesboro, Pennsylvania. There
will be three tracks: picture-book writing, young-adult/
middle-grade writing, and illustrating. The three industry
professionals taking the lead will be Sarah Jane Abbott, editor
at Simon and Schuster; Jim Hoover, art director at Viking; and
Tiffany Liao, editor at Henry Holt Books for Young Readers.
Retreat registration includes all meals, lodging, and group
activities. Registration opened in April, so register now if you
don’t want to miss this opportunity—HERE.

MD/DE/WV Book Club Event: Point of View—
Who Should Tell Your Story?
On Saturday, November 3, 2018, from 3 to 4 p.m. at the Crofton
Community Library in Maryland, the MD/DE/WV SCBWI and
the Anne Arundel County Public Library will be hosting a
workshop with Mid-Atlantic member Meg Eden taking the
lead. Attendees will get to explore stories that use unique
perspectives in their telling. They will get to participate in

It’s that time!

Mid-Atlantic SCBWI Fall Conference
What time is it? It’s time to gear up for this year’s MidAtlantic SCBWI Fall Conference, held on Saturday, October
20, 2018, at the Holiday Inn Washington Dulles! Pat
Cummings is this year’s keynote speaker. Pat is a member
of SCBWI’s Board of Advisors and the creator of over
thirty books for children, including titles that have won
the Coretta Scott King Award, the Boston Globe-Horn
Book Award, and the Orbis Pictus Award for nonfiction.
Saturday’s all-day conference, held from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., will
include author presentations, agent-editor panels, a Q&A
with editors, and breakout sessions for kidlit writers and
illustrators across all genres.
On Friday, October 19, 2018, registered attendees may
sign up for optional morning and afternoon craft-focused
workshops. (Additional fees apply.) Friday evening activities
include peer critiques and a dessert social for PAL members.
(Preregistration is required for these sessions.) On Saturday,
the hotel will provide registered attendees a continental
breakfast and boxed lunch. A limited number of optional
one-on-one critique consultations with faculty members
will also be scheduled throughout the day. (Additional
fees apply.) Requirements and deadlines to register for
professional critiques, faculty bios, registration instructions,
and the conference schedule will be posted on our SCBWI
Events page, HERE. Registration opens September 1, 2018!

writing exercises that show how varying perspectives can
transform their own stories. Not only is this a FREE event, there
will be refreshments! To register and to learn more, click HERE.

MD/DE/WV Webinar: Everything You Ever Wanted
to Know About Picture Research
On Sunday, November 4, 2018, from 3 to 4:30 p.m. the
MD/DE/WV SCBWI will be hosting a ninety-minute
webinar—Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Picture
Research—presented by author Sue Macy. Tune in to this
webinar for answers to your burning questions about picture
research, along with tried-and-true tips for hunting down
images that will elevate your work. Sue will also share some
inside advice from Lori Epstein, photo director of National
Geographic Kids Books. The cost for SCBWI members is $15. Go
HERE to register.
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REGIONAL KIDLIT EVENTS NOT SPONSORED BY SCBWI
Eighteenth Annual Library of
Congress National Book Festival

Fredericksburg Independent
Book Festival

On Saturday, September 1, 2018, the
Library of Congress will be hosting
the National Book Festival at the
Washington Convention Center.
There will be stage performances by
children’s authors, illustrators, poets,
and more. Thematic programs and
panel discussions will also be offered
throughout the day. On the Expo Floor,
there will be family-friendly activities:
a literacy corner reading space, special
story times, a fun hunt for Waldo, and
other programs for all ages. The event is
free and open to the public. Learn
more HERE.

The third annual Fredericksburg
Independent Book Festival will take
place Saturday, September 29, 2018,
at a new location—Old Mill Park. The
event will include lively presentations
from over a hundred independently
published authors. To satisfy the
hungry, there will be food trucks and a
craft beer garden. Learn more HERE.

Surface and Rise: Carolina
Mountains Literary Festival
The Carolina Mountains Literary Festival,
with the theme “Surface and Rise,”
will be held among the magnificent
mountains of Burnsville, North Carolina,
from Thursday, September 6, through
Saturday, September 8, 2018. Author
events in and around Burnsville, most
of them on or near the town square,
will include writers of all kinds. Some
activities will be large in scale and
others intentionally small to encourage
intimate conversations between
authors and attendees. Most of the
events are FREE. To learn more,
click HERE.

Hampton Roads Writers Tenth
Annual Conference
From Thursday, September 13, through
Saturday, September 15, 2018, the
tenth annual Hampton Roads Writers
Conference will take place at the
Holiday Inn Virginia Beach-Norfolk Hotel
and Conference Center. The conference
will include workshops, keynoters,
critique sessions, and more. Click HERE
to learn more.

Nineteenth Annual Baltimore
Comic-Con
This year’s Baltimore Comic-Con will
be held at the Baltimore Convention
Center, Pratt and Howard Street Lobby,
from Friday, September 28, through
Sunday, September 30, 2018. Authors,
illustrators, and fans of some of the
most beloved comic books will be on
hand. There will be a costume contest,
hands-on activities, and more. To learn
more about this ticketed event,
click HERE.

Baltimore Book Festival
From Friday, September 28, through
Sunday, September 30, 2018, from 11
a.m. through 7 p.m. at the Baltimore
Inner Harbor, the Baltimore Book
Festival will feature hundreds of
author appearances and book
signings, a hundred-plus exhibitors
and booksellers, nonstop readings
on multiple stages, a comic pavilion,
cooking demos by celebrity chefs,
poetry readings and workshops, panel
discussions, walking tours, storytellers
and hands-on projects for kids, a street
theater, live music, and a delicious
variety of food, beer, and wine. To learn
more about this FREE event, click HERE.

Williamsburg Book Festival
The Williamsburg Book Festival is a
FREE event that celebrates creativity.
This year’s festival will be held on
Saturday, October 6, 2018, from 10 a.m.
through 4 p.m. at the Stryker Center.

There will be presentations, panels,
and workshops hosted by national and
regional authors, including children’s
book authors. A visiting illustrator will
demonstrate his or her craft during a
“creation demonstration.” There will
also be a special presentation from
the Poetry Society of Virginia featuring
poets laureate of Virginia, and a
Publishers’ Alley for authors whose
books were published by independent
Virginia publishing companies. To learn
more, click HERE.

YAVA Award Celebration
This year’s annual Young Adult Virginia
Authors Award celebration will be
held at the Main Branch of Richmond
Public Library on Saturday, October
6, 2018, from 2 to 4 p.m. The program
follows YALSA’s 2018 Teen Read Week
theme of “It’s Written in the Stars…
Read!” Teens, parents, teachers, and
librarians are invited to take a journey
through the stars, meeting various
YAVA authors along the way. They’ll
have an opportunity to ask the authors
questions and have their “cosmic
passports” signed in a casual and fun
environment. In addition, the winning
author(s) will be announced (several of
our members’ books were chosen as
finalists) and books will be available for
purchase. Snacks provided! More HERE.

Fall for the Book
The twentieth annual Fall for the Book
Festival, sponsored by George Mason
University, will be held on Wednesday,
October 10, through Saturday, October
13, 2018. In locations throughout the
tristate area, the festival will bring
together thousands of readers with
hundreds of authors. The festival will
also connect children with celebrated
authors on a personal level, offering
young-writer workshops, readings, and
first publication opportunities. With the
exception of a few ticketed programs,
events are FREE and open to the public.
Learn more HERE.

continued on page 20
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Good News!
Angie Smibert has two releases to announce!
Her historical mystery middle grade—BONE’S
GIFT—about twelve-year-old Bone who
possesses the ability to see stories inside everyday
objects was released by Boyds Mills Press on
March 20, 2018. BONE’S GIFT is Angie’s first book
in her Ghosts of Ordinary Objects series, with
books two and three coming out in 2019
and 2020, respectively. In other good news,
her nonfiction book for ages nine to thirteen,
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE: THINKING MACHINES
AND SMART ROBOTS WITH SCIENCE ACTIVITIES
FOR KIDS, will be released August 3, 2018. This
title is one in the set of Nomad’s Technology
for Today collection that introduces readers to
artificial intelligence past, present, and
future, giving them twenty-five STEAM
activities to explore.
Brian Martin’s picture book that he both
wrote and illustrated—LIPPY LISBEY’S
MONSTER LIE—was released by Spork, an
imprint of Clear Fork Publishing, on April
17, 2018! Brian’s words and illustrations
perfectly blend into a humorous yarn
about nine-year-old Lippy, who tells tall
tales to get himself out of trouble, and
creates something quite monstrous.
Erica Perl, writing under the moniker
Martha Maker, has an illustrated chapter
book series to announce—Craftily Ever
After! The series, illustrated by Xindi Yan,
follows four crafty friends who dream up
new projects to design, build, and create.
Through their experiences, they learn how to
handle various obstacles at school and in their
everyday eight-year-old lives. In March 2018,
Simon and Schuster released the first two
titles: BOOK 1: THE UNFRIENDSHIP BRACELET
and BOOK 2: MAKING THE BAND. Two more
books will release this summer, followed by
two more in the fall.

Jacqueline Jules is pleased to announce that THE MARIGOLD MESS
from her Sofia Martinez series is on the 2019 Monarch Award Master
List of the Illinois State Library Media Association! Read more about
it HERE.
Jennifer A. Richter’s “The Invisible Girl,”
a short story about a teen’s secret online
identity versus her true self, appeared in
the March 2018 issue of Shine Brightly
magazine.
Laura Melmed’s picture book
illustrated by Sarita Rich—DADDY, ME,
AND THE MAGIC HOUR—was published
on April 6, 2018, by Sky Pony Press!
Laura’s lushly illustrated book is about a
little boy and his father who take a twilight
walk through their neighborhood as day
settles into night.
Maria Gianferrari has two picture book
releases to announce, one nonfiction and
one fiction! Her nonfiction book TERRIFIC
TONGUES!, brightly illustrated by Jia Liu,
was published by Boyds Mills Press on April 3,
2018. It uses whimsical comparisons to
highlight the fascinating ways different
animals—from a woodpecker, to a
snake, to a bat—use their tongues. Read
Maria’s wonderful interview about this
title on kidlitfrenzy.com. Her picture book
OPERATION RESCUE DOG, for ages four to
eight, will be released by Simon and
Schuster on September 18, 2018. The
sweetly drawn illustrations of Luisa
Uribe perfectly match Maria’s sweet
story about a girl named Alma and a
stray dog named Lulu who end up
rescuing each other.
Marty Rhodes Figley is pleased
to relate that the Western Writers
of America named her middlegrade THE TRUE STORY OF JIM THE
WONDER DOG a 2018 Spur Award finalist for
juvenile nonfiction!
continued on page 7
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Good News!

Leaf Litte

continued from page 6

Mary Crockett has double good news to announce.
First, her young adult novel HOW SHE DIED, HOW I
LIVED will be out from Little, Brown Books for Young
Readers on November 13, 2018! The story is about
a girl overcoming survivor’s guilt when her friend
Jamie is killed by Kyle, a boy she knew. Had she
replied to his text, she may have been the one killed
instead. The story speaks to the pervasiveness
of violence against young women, and details
how true friendships can give strength when
forced upon a journey of recovery. Read Mary’s
insightful interview about the book on Madelyn
Rosenberg’s blog. In Mary’s other news, she will
join the creative writing faculty at Roanoke College
this fall, teaching poetry, fiction, and writing for
children.
Mary Quattlebaum’s nonfiction chapter book
for ages six to ten, MAGIC RABBITS: TRUE STORIES
OF TALENTED AND RAMBUNCTIOUS RABBITS, will
be published November 27, 2018, by National
Geographic Kids! Mary’s book will feature three
amazing rabbits: a champion in the sport of rabbit hopping, a
magician’s rabbit, and a rowdy rabbit fostered by children’s author
Cynthia Lord. “I loved doing the research and learning so much about
rabbits,” says Mary. Her book will be dedicated to Mary’s sister and her
sister’s family, whose last name is Hare.
Meg Medina announces that her middle-grade
MERCI SUAREZ CHANGES GEARS will be released
by Candlewick Press on September 11, 2018! She
says: “Merci Suarez first came into my imagination
as part of Sol Painting, a short story I wrote for
FLYING LESSONS AND OTHER STORIES, which was
listed as an SLJ Best Book of 2017. It’s so exciting
to see how it bloomed into a big book, and it’s
fun to think about what’s going to happen to
Merci out in the world.” Meg’s story follows Merci
as she worries about her grandfather, adjusts
to sixth grade, deals with jealousy, and must
cope with a very bossy classmate. In April 2018,
MERCI SUAREZ CHANGES GEARS was named a
Junior Library Guild selection.
Megan Wagner Lloyd’s picture book illustrated
by Brianne Farley, BUILDING BOOKS, about a pair
of siblings arguing over what is better, building
or reading, will be released October 11, 2018, by
Knopf Books for Young Readers!

Robert Meganck, kidlit illustrator, had a
picture book written by Leslie Bulion released
by Peachtree Publishers on March 1, 2018,
LEAF LITTER CRITTERS! Robert’s illustrations
accompany Leslie’s nineteen informational
poems and scientific notes that take readers,
ages seven to twelve, on a decomposer
safari through the “brown food web,” from
bacteria through tardigrades and on to rove beetle
predators. Kirkus gave it a starred review, calling it
“a delightful, memorable introduction to an unsung
ecosystem.”

r
Critters

Written by
Leslie Bul
ion

Illustrated
by
Robert Meg
anck

Sue Fliess’s latest picture book, MRS. CLAUS TAKES
THE REINS, will be released by Amazon/Two Lions
on September 18, 2018! The hilarious adventure,
illustrated by award-winner Mark Chambers, follows
Mrs. Claus as she takes over Christmas because Santa
wakes up too sick for the gig. In other good news, Sue’s
recent release, MARY HAD A LITTLE LAB, was chosen by Imagination
Soup as a Standout STEM Engineering and Invention Picture Book.
It also debuted with some awesome reviews, including those from
Kirkus Reviews, School Library Journal, and Shelf Awareness. Check out
the book trailer Sue made for Mary, HERE.
Susan (VanHecke) Wood’s ELIZABETH WARREN:
NEVERTHELESS, SHE PERSISTED, a picture book
biography exploring how Elizabeth Warren, the
first female senator from Massachusetts, learned
to speak up for her beliefs and fight for those
who need her help, will be published by Abrams
on August 7, 2018! Sarah Green will illustrate.
Additionally, Susan’s Pura Belpré Honor–winning
picture book biography about Mexican musician
Juan Garcia Esquivel, ESQUIVEL! SPACE-AGE SOUND ARTIST (published
by Charlesbridge and illustrated by Duncan Tonatiuh), was licensed by
Scholastic Book Clubs for a forthcoming paperback edition and by Live
Oak Media for an audiobook version. Live Oak invited Susan to record
her lengthy author’s note for the project in a professional
sound studio; Susan accepted and had a blast.
Zara Gonzalez Hoang will have her
illustrations published in THREAD OF LOVE,
cowritten by mother-son team Surishtha and
Kabir Sehgal—to be released by Beach Lane
Books, an imprint of Simon and Schuster, on
October 16, 2018! The Indian holiday story that
celebrates sibling love is told to the tune of the
classic lullaby “Frère Jacques.” This is Zara’s debut
picture book.
Highlighter Summer 2018
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Partnerships
THE AUTHORILLUSTRATOR:

THE PUBLISHER:

Amy Mullen

Mauricio Velazquez de Leon,
Duopress Editor

How did you find a home for your work
at duopress?

What was your response when you
first saw Amy’s work?

I initially contacted duopress with
a different idea (back in 2015). They
decided to pass on it, but we kept in
touch. Later that same year, I sent them
the idea of a series of color concept
Amy Mullen. Courtesy Amy Mullen
board books highlighting the flora and
fauna of the United States. They asked for sketches and
the rest is history.
What challenges and joys did you have in illustrating
COLORS OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST, and how did
working with duopress help you through the process?
I love the beginning of projects. The brainstorming and
sketching. For me, challenges arise when preparing files
for print (since I was also the designer of the book). The
flap book was especially challenging in this regard. But
duopress is great at giving clear directions.
While you were creating this book for the youngest
of readers, what did you enjoy about working with
duopress and why did you thereafter say yes to more
projects?
It is just so easy working with duopress. All
communication is done over email or Slack. I have a fulltime day job and a young son. So this particular working
relationship works for my life.

We loved the simplicity of Amy’s art.
It communicates in a very direct and
playful way what she is telling us.
Give an example of a particular
challenge that arose while working on Mauricio Velazquez de Leon. Courtesy duopress
Amy’s books, but what about her work
ethic and attitude made the process enjoyable?
The technical aspects of the lift-the-flap book were
challenging for all of us, but we never doubted that Amy
would figure it out. She is a consummate professional,
super smart and diligent.
Why do you enjoy working with illustrators like Amy?
Amy is completely trustworthy, which makes working
with her a breeze. In a busy season, with many books in
production at the same time, it is a relief to know that
one of them is in her hands. We know that the end result
will be gorgeous and on schedule. She is a publisher’s
dream!
Founded in 2007, duopress is an independent publisher known for
children’s books that approach regional subjects with an innovative
flair—perfect gifts for curious children. Their bestselling series include
the Cool Counting board books, the Local Baby board books, and the
Awesome Minds biographies. duopressbooks.com and their catalog
HERE.

Amy is a self-taught digital illustrator from Arlington, Virginia. She
graduated from Sweet Briar College with a BA in dance and a minor
in English and creative writing. She’s a member of SCBWI and has an
affection for all things kidlit. Find her portfolio at mintparcel.com.

THE BOOKS
With a vibrant, colorful palette, Amy’s Naturally Local
books—COLORS OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST and
COLORS OF NEW ENGLAND—and her MY FIRST LIFTTHE-FLAP ANIMAL BOOK share regional details for the
littlest citizens of our planet. The simplistic yet vibrant
art and text is laid out on handsome board books. Each
one magnifies wildlife and vegetation that may be
found in young readers’ backyards.
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In the News

(LEFT) Kwame Alexander speaking at the National Education Association’s Read Across America event. (RIGHT) SCBWI Members during the National
Education Association’s Read Across America event—(left to right) Wendy Shang, Mary Quattlebaum, Leah Henderson, Fred Bowen, Laura Elliott, Debbie
Levy, Madelyn Rosenberg, and Scott McBride—gather for a group shot. Photo: Roxana Baril

On March 1, 2018, NEA’s Read Across America
2018 Kickoff began with the theme “Celebrating a
Nation of Diverse Readers.” Hundreds of third- and
fourth-graders in a rainbow of Read Across America
T-shirts packed into the auditorium at the NEA
headquarters in DC to start March’s month-long
reading celebration. The event showcased several
Mid-Atlantic members: Kwame Alexander was an
enthusiastic keynoter, while Madelyn Rosenberg,
Mary Quattlebaum, Leah Henderson, Scott
McBride, and Wendy Wan-Long Shang also
presented!

On March 3, during the Bank Street College of Education Spring 2018 Mini-Conference in New York, “A
Celebration of Bilingual Books and Latinx Communities,” Meg Medina spoke on a panel discussing “Diverse
Voices in Latino Books.” Meg also volunteered to fill the role as keynote speaker when author and illustrator
Duncan Tonatiuh’s flight was canceled the night before the conference. Although the audience was
disappointed not to hear from Duncan, Meg wowed the crowd with a wonderful talk about her childhood,
her writing, community, and the importance of Latinx work. Cynthia Weill, organizer of the event, said, “I
am eternally grateful to Meg for offering such a brilliant and enjoyable talk at the last minute! Meg saved
the day!” Mid-Atlantic author and illustrator Angela Dominguez was also scheduled to present at the
event; however, her travel plans were also interrupted due to the weather.
On March 4, 2018, during Women’s History Month, Kathryn Erskine’s book MAMA AFRICA! HOW MIRIAM
MAKEBA SPREAD HOPE WITH HER SONG, illustrated by Coretta Scott King–John Steptoe award-winner
Charly Palmer, was featured by Teaching for Change, an online resource that provides teachers and parents
the tools needed to create classrooms where students learn to read, write, and change the world.
From March 7 through March 10, 2018, Leah Henderson participated in the annual AWP (Association
of Writers and Writing Programs) Conference held at the Tampa Convention Center and Marriott Tampa
Waterside in Florida. During the event, she and Mid-Atlantic member Mary Quattlebaum were panelists
with other authors discussing “Beyond Skirts and Pants: Considering Gender in Children’s Picture Books.”
Right after the conference, from March 22 through March 28, 2018, Leah whizzed over to join the Highlights
Foundation faculty, where she helped fellow authors develop rich characters during the workshop
“Everything You Need to Know About Children’s Book Publishing.”
On March 20, 2018, Kwame Alexander’s Newbery
winner CROSSOVER was selected by young readers
in Wyoming as the 2018 Indian Paintbrush Award
winner. Young people in Iowa also chose CROSSOVER
as the 2017–2018 Iowa Teen Award winner. On
March 30, 2018, CROSSOVER received the Oklahoma
Library Association’s 2017 Sequoyah Children’s Book
Award, one of the most prestigious of the state
REBOUND tour bus. Photo: Frank Huebscher
student-choice awards in the nation. The Oklahoma
Library Association’s Sequoyah Book Award Author
Celebration was held during its annual conference on April 23, 2018, at the Hyatt Regency Tulsa Hotel.
Additionally, Kwame attended this year’s Bologna Children’s Book Fair, held at the end of March, to talk up
his new Versify imprint. Then, in April, Kwame began an exciting month-long book tour in his decked-out
tour bus for REBOUND, his prequel to CROSSOVER that debuted at number three on the New York Times
Children’s Middle Grade Hardcover Bestsellers list! Read more about Kwame’s book tour and check out some
pretty sweet pics on PW Bookshelf.

Meg Medina presenting during the Bank Street College of Education Spring
2018 Mini-Conference. Photo: Kate Marcus

On March 26, 2018, Maria Gianferrari’s HAWK
RISING, illustrated by award-winner Brian Floca,
received a starred review from Publisher’s Weekly,
which landed in more than thirty thousand email
inboxes! Read it HERE.
During the month of April, children across
Virginia were encouraged to read ten books that
were nominated by the Virginia State Reading
Association (VSRA). Two Mid-Atlantic members’
titles were represented in the lineup of nominated
finalists—MANGO, ABUELA, AND ME, written
by Meg Medina and illustrated by Angela
Dominguez, and BOOKED, written by Kwame
Alexander. By month’s end, students had cast their
votes for their favorite reads. The Virginia Readers’
Choice winners will be announced during the 2018
VSRA Conference.

continued on page 10
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In the News

continued from page 9
On April 7, 2018, Leah Henderson was on a panel at the Kweli: The Color of Children’s Literature
Conference in New York City. And on April 9, 2018, she spoke at an event coordinated by George
Washington, Georgetown, and Howard Universities about “Global Perspectives in Children’s Literature.” From
April 11 through April 13, 2018, Leah also had a blast at the Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book Festival hosted
by the University of Southern Mississippi, sponsor of the Ezra Jack Keats Book Award. During that event,
Leah spoke solo about “Building Bridges: Engaging Ways to Use Multicultural Stories” and discussed “tough
topics” in children’s literature with Corabel Shofner, Ali Standish, and Kristin L. Gray.

Leah Henderson on a panel with Corabel Shofner, Ali Standish, and Kristin
L. Gray during the Fay B. Kaigler Children’s Book Festival held in Mississippi.
Courtesy Leah Henderson

YAVA (Young Adult Virginia Award) voting ran from April 8 through May 15, 2018.
During that time kids picked their favorite middle-grade and young-adult novels
published in 2017 by Virginia authors. Several of the finalists included books written
by Mid-Atlantic SCBWI members: THE INCREDIBLE MAGIC OF BEING by Kathryn
Erskine, IT STARTED WITH GOODBYE by Christina June, SOLO coauthored by
Kwame Alexander, THIS IS JUST A TEST coauthored by Madelyn Rosenberg and
Wendy Wan-Long Shang, and THE WOLF HOUR by Sara Lewis Holmes. The three books that receive the
most votes will go to a panel of three judges who will decide the final winner, announced and honored at
the YAVA Award celebration to be held at the Main Branch of Richmond Public Library on Saturday, October
6, 2018, from 2 to 4 p.m.

On April 12, 2018, the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC), a division of the American Library Association (ALA), announced
its 2018 list of Notable Children’s Books. The selected titles included fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and picture books—all of special interest,
quality, creativity, and value for children fourteen years of age and younger. The ALA list included three Mid-Atlantic members’ titles! IMPACT!
ASTEROIDS AND THE SCIENCE OF SAVING THE WORLD written by Elizabeth Rusch with photographs by Karin Anderson; MAMA AFRICA! HOW
MIRIAM MAKEBA SPREAD HOPE WITH HER SONG written by Kathryn Erskine and illustrated by Charly Palmer, and OUT OF WONDER: POEMS
CELEBRATING POETS with poems written by Kwame Alexander.

(left to right) Madelyn Rosenberg, Kathryn Erskine, Gigi Amateau, and A.B. Westrick
read from their middle-grade books during the RVA LitCrawl at bbgb books in
Richmond. Photo: Kristen Green

(left to right) Anne Marie Pace reads during the RVA LitCrawl
at bbgb books in Richmond, while Lana Krumwiede and
Adriana Dominguez look on.

Anne Marie Pace reading from
BUSY-EYED DAY during RVA LitCrawl
at bbgb books in Richmond. Photo:
Kristen Green

On April 30, 2018, New-York Historical Society announced that THIS IS
JUST A TEST, written by Mid-Atlantic members Madelyn Rosenberg
and Wendy Wan-Long Shang, was chosen as one of their four finalists
for the History Book Prize 2018. This prize honors the best children’s
historical literature in the United States and encourages authors to
continue to create engaging and challenging narratives that provide a
window into the past for middle-grade readers and their families. A jury
of historians, librarians, educators, families with middle-grade readers
(ages nine through twelve), and readers at home voted online for the
winner and recipient of a $10,000 prize. Read the historical society’s
interview with Madelyn and Wendy HERE.

On April 20 and April 21, 2018, the RVA LitCrawl, a two-day reading series that took
place in Richmond, Virginia, hosted over seventy published writers from the region to
read and talk about their books at cafes, galleries, shops, hotels, and hostels. Among the
presenters were several Mid-Atlantic members on two kidlit panels—a picture-book
panel featuring Angela Dominguez, Anne Marie Pace, and Hannah Barnaby, and
a middle-grade and YA panel with A.B. Westrick, Gigi Amateau, Kathy Erskine, and
Madelyn Rosenberg. bbgb books hosted both events.

On May 7, 2018, Africa Access and the Outreach Council of the African Studies Association gave its annual Children’s Africana Book Awards for the best children’s and
young-adult books on Africa available for purchase in the US. Mid-Atlantic member Kathryn Erskine’s MAMA AFRICA! HOW MIRIAM MAKEBA SPREAD HOPE WITH HER
SONG was one of the three named 2018 Best Books for Young Children! Two of the five 2018 Honor Books for Young Readers were also by Mid-Atlantic members—
Kwame Alexander for SOLO, which he cowrote with Mary Rand Hess, and Leah Henderson for ONE SHADOW ON THE WALL!
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Craft Tips for Writers

Putting Science Fact in
Science Fiction
by Paulette (P.M.) Hernandez

Let’s assume you’re not a scientist. You
don’t have a medical degree; while
you like Big Bang Theory well enough,
you’re no theoretical physicist. Same
here. We’re authors. We employ artistic
license and bend the rules of reality.
We create worlds where half-alien
teenagers exhibit incredible abilities
and mad scientists create chimera in
their basement laboratories. Our job
is to take readers on an adventure.
So, why should we care about using
science fact as the basis for our
science fiction?
Think of your favorite science fiction
novel. It likely blends a touch of real
science with the author’s imagination,
at least enough for the reader to buy
in and suspend their disbelief. The
most engaging science fiction hooks
us because it combines the real with
the fantastic, which is exactly why you
should do the same. Thanks to the
Internet, authors have unprecedented
access to information about scientific
breakthroughs, cutting-edge research,
and discoveries all over the globe. All

that incredible information feeds into
our work, making fanciful worlds more
believable, relatable, and compelling.
Readers have a more immersive
experience. Your otherworldly setting
becomes concrete in their minds.
Richer. Possible even.
I remember reading BRAVE NEW
WORLD in high school. Frankly, I chose
it because the book was short and
the premise sounded decent. By the
time I finished, the novel became one
of my favorites, not because I was a
budding scientist but because the
book made me think. Stayed with
me long after I finished. While the
book includes touches of science
that during Huxley’s time might have
seemed unbelievable, in my high
school days, they felt very familiar.
(In Huxley’s World State, pregnancy
has been replaced with hatcheries,
where babies are engineered. In my
high school days, so-called test-tube
babies had been around for ten years.)
The novel illustrates Huxley’s ability to
see where science was during his day

Paulette’s
Go-To Websites:
NASA 360
Popular Science
Science
Scientific American
and posit where it would go. Yet, the
science served as a framework for
the bigger issues addressed in the
book: racism, classism, conformity
over individualism, and progress and
perfection at any cost. I still crack open
the book from time to time, peruse
the notes I wrote in the margins, and
think about how the world seems
frighteningly closer to Huxley’s vision.
You’re probably wondering (in a
potentially whiny voice): How much
science do I have to include? That
depends on what you’re writing
and especially on your audience.
In VERSEBORN, book two in my
Earthborn Series, the main character,
Addy, hops on a spaceship and flies
to an alien planet. To work within the
timeline constraints of the story and
illustrate the alien society’s advanced
technology, I made her trip very short
in comparison to how long such a trip
would take in real life. Even though
my technology was made-up, I based
it on some ideas in theoretical physics.
Research is key. However, word to
the wise. Don’t fall down the Internet
rabbit hole. Ask yourself, “Do I really
need to know the complexities and
evolution of a virus to make my global

continued on page 12
Illustration: ZARA GONZLEZ HOANG, zaralikestodraw.com
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To Market
AGENT ALERT!
EVA SCALZO
Speilburg Literary Agency
Eva represents YA and reads pretty
much anything and everything in
YA. (She gives props to her Owlcrate
subscription for helping her branch
out.) She especially loves YA
contemporaries, from the sweetly
romantic (such as Kasie West’s P.S. I
LIKE YOU) to the ones tackling some
heavy issues (such as Gayle Forman’s I
WAS HERE). She really enjoys science
fiction/fantasy YA, and always finds
that they are the perfect blend of
adventure, angst, and romance. Right
now, she’s obsessed with the Lunar
Chronicles series by Marissa Meyer
and the Ember in the Ashes series by
Sabaa Tahir.
INBOX LOVE: “I would love to see
the next Riverdale brought to life in
my inbox, a contemporary YA romance
with gothic/horror undertones.”
INBOX LOATHING: “I know I’m
supposed to start this sentence with
‘I would loathe,’ but that seems a little
strong. I’m not looking for historical
YA, because even though I have
enjoyed reading it, I am not the right
person to edit it.”

JENNIFER CHEN TRAN
Bradford Literary

WHITNEY ROSS
Irene Goodman Literary Agency

Jennifer represents YA, MG, and
graphic novelists. She is very
interested in diverse, #ownvoices, and/
or underrepresented and marginalized
stories. She likes to see strong and
conflicted characters who are not
afraid to take emotional risks, stories
about multigenerational conflict,
war and post-war fiction, and writing
with a developed sense of place.
In nonfiction, she loves books that
broaden her worldview or shed new
light on big ideas.

Whitney represents MG and YA
across all genres with an emphasis
on historical, science fiction, fantasy,
romance, and contemporary fiction.
She is also open to nonfiction
submissions in the areas of design,
cooking, and fashion. She loves
and reads all sorts! In her free time,
she gravitates toward a variety
of young adult, historical fiction,
fantasy, regency romances, and some
nonfiction, and represents much the
same.

INBOX LOVE:“I’m a foodie
so anything involving a culinary
adventure will definitely appeal to me.
I’m also looking for tall tales or urban
legends, especially with a cultural
twist. Send your graphic/visually
driven projects or unique nonfiction
projects, for both MG and YA. Teach
me something new!”

INBOX LOVE: “I love to see old
concepts given a new and unique
twist, unusual settings, and am a
sucker for any YA that has a historical
bent.”

INBOX LOATHING: “No picture
books, please. Although I enjoy
reading them to my children, I don’t
represent them. I’m not a huge fan of
time travel or portals either.”
Jennifer’s Profile and Submission
Guidelines

INBOX LOATHING: “I loathe
any query font that looks like a
typewriter—it’s so hard to read!
Stick with the classics like Times New
Roman and sans serif, please, so I don’t
have to cut and paste to change the
font.”
Whitney’s Profile and Submission
Guidelines

Eva’s Profile and Submission Guidelines

continued on page 16

Putting Science Fact in Science Fiction
continued from page 11

plague seem real?” “Is knowing how to create my own
self-evolved AI necessary to render my android believable?”
Or, the ever popular, “Is all this research worth losing hours
I’ll never get back?”
All kidding aside, unless you’re writing hardcore science
fiction, your readers will be happy with science-lite, as I
call it. Making your story realistic shouldn’t bog you down,
especially when science is rather magical itself. Remember
that science fact is there to serve the fiction, not the other
way around. I have some go-to websites (see the sidebar),
but my tried and true inspiration is perusing the news,
usually through Google or the news app on my iPhone
(which allows me to target my alerts). I also use Facebook
to follow people like Neil deGrasse Tyson and organizations

like NASA 360. For good old fact-checking or answering
questions like “Will this work in reality?” I absolutely love
universities. They have a ton of research papers available
online. The good thing is, whatever your favorite flavor of
science, there’s a plethora of information out there. Happy
exploring!
Paulette is the paranormal, fantasy, and science
fiction author of CARNIVALE MYSTIQUE, the
Whitewood Journals, and Earthborn Series. She lives
in Virginia but finds inspiration in the colorful,
mysterious, and sometimes spooky corners of the
globe. Visit her at pmhernandez.com, where gargoyles
take flight, aliens visit Earth, and magic is real.
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Inside Scoop: What Kinds of Books
Excite a School Librarian?
by Matthew Winner

As an elementary school librarian,
there is nothing I love more than
seeing a child connect with a book.
When a reader finds her- or himself in
a book it can mean everything. And
from my vantage point, it’s kind of like
witnessing close-hand magic.
Let me walk you through book
purchasing in order to give you a sense
of what I mean.

“I look and I
hope for books
that feel special.”
I receive an annual per-pupil allotment
to spend on book purchases each
year. That means I need to be selective
when it comes to purchasing books.
Does the book support something
specific in the curriculum? Does it
expand an already well-circulated
series? Is it a fresh take on a subject
and could it replace a title that may
be out of date or no longer accurate?
Is it something I think students will
be excited to see? Does it represent
diversity? Is it showing my students
something new? I constantly ask
myself these questions as I consider
each title.
I look and I hope for books that feel
special.
Our county requires that books
purchased for schools are positively
reviewed in professional journals. This
allows us to point to a professional
resource if the book is challenged by
parents or community members. I
have twenty thousand books in our
collection and, though I read as many
books as I can, it’s just not possible to
read everything ordered annually and
still have time to teach. But I’m also
weeding that collection constantly,
removing books that are damaged
or inaccurate or out of date. There

is a constant ebb and flow to the
collection.
I listen and I watch, thinking about
what books could turn the tide.
I read blogs and listen to podcasts and
browse book lists and attend book
festivals. I check out books from our
public library constantly and I engage
as often as possible with everyone
possible in conversations about books.
I want to know what they’re reading
and what they’re loving, what they
wish they could read and what kinds
of things they’ve never read before but
would want to try.
I remember and I learn these
preferences, knowing that this is the
data on which our library will thrive.
When the book is good, I cannot help
telling others about it. I cannot help
putting it on display. My brain fires off
ideas for how I can incorporate the
book into my lessons. Or I’m thinking
of with whom I could share the book
with a subtle this one made me think
of you. I want everyone to read it, and
that just might nearly happen if my
enthusiasm has anything to say in the
matter.
Right now, it’s RUDE CAKES by
Rowboat Watkins. BE KIND by Pat
Zietlow Miller and Jen Hill. It’s GHOST
BOYS by Jewell Parker Rhodes. And
THE PRINCE AND THE DRESSMAKER by
Jen Wang.
When you know, you know. But if you
haven’t read it, how will you know?
Right?
So if you ask me how to get a librarian
excited about a book, I’d have to reply
that we librarians are already excited
about books. But just as all books are
not for all readers, all books are not for
all librarians.
But here’s what you can do.
When you write, write with the
deepest respect and love for the

reader who will take in your words.
Consider who you are as a writer and
what you are trying to say through
your art or your words. Would it be
something you would tell a child? Can
you see yourself sitting in front of a
child and sharing this story with them?
Not reading it to them. Anyone can
read a book to a child. Sharing a book
is something more special. There is a
closeness and a trust associated with
sharing. As you share, are you both
drawn closer together because of the
story? Because regardless of whether
I’m reading about marching alongside
a friend or being carried out of a store
by a family of penguins, I am still
drawn closer to my readers through
the stories we share.

“When you write,
write with the
deepest respect and
love for the reader
who will take in your
words.”
I want that for you.
I believe that your story will find its
reader. And I believe that a reader will
find her- or himself in your story.
And that makes this librarian very
excited about your book.
Matthew is an elementary
school librarian and host of
All the Wonders: The
Children’s Book Podcast, a
weekly audio offering of
insightful and sincere
interviews with authors,
illustrators, and everyone involved in taking a
book from drawing board to bookshelf. Visit
Matthew online at matthewcwinner.com or
on Twitter at @MatthewWinner.
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Kidlit411:
A Creative Community
by Sylvia Liu

Four and a half years ago, my critique partner, Elaine Kiely Kearns, had an idea
to create a resource website for writers, to share articles on children’s writing
and illustrating. I joined her effort and we created the website Kidlit411.
Kidlit411 contains over thirty pages of writing and illustrating topics, from
contests and awards to writing tips and agent submissions and many more. The
pages include sixty to one hundred articles on each topic. We also interview at
least one author or illustrator each week, featuring their recent books or work.
Subscribers get a weekly update of all the new articles added to the website,
about a dozen a week.
Since we began, we’ve featured over three hundred authors and illustrators in
our Author and Illustrator Spotlights. Our website gets twenty-five thousand to
thirty-five thousand page views a month. Three years in a row, we were named
one of the 101 Best Websites for Writers by Writer’s Digest.
Sylvia Liu and Elaine Kiely Kearns, cofounders of Kidlit411. Courtesy Sylvia Liu

Kidlit 411
“One website with all of your
favorite sources in one place.”
Agent Submissions
Author Spotlights
Contests and Awards
Facebook Group
Illustrator Spotlights
Kidlit411 Manuscript Swap
Kidlit411 Portfolio Critique Swap
Multi-Day Birthday Bash
Giveaway
Writing Tips

The best part of Kidlit411 is the community of authors and illustrators we’ve
connected with, both online and in real life. We run an active Facebook group
of over 6,300 children’s writers and illustrators and two companion pages
where people can find critique partners, the Kidlit411 Manuscript Swap and the
Kidlit411 Portfolio Critique Swap. Every day, people ask and answer questions
in our group on all sorts of topics, from self-publishing to querying to mentor
texts and more.
Personally, running Kidlit411 is very gratifying. Elaine and I work great together
and have a system to keep the interviews and links coming every week.
Although it does take work, I feel so connected to the kidlit community. A side
benefit is that we’ve created a platform that helps our own author careers.
While promoting other authors and illustrators, we develop great relationships
and friendships with those who in turn help us when our books come out.
We try to keep our community engaged. Most years, we run a multiday
birthday bash giveaway, where we give away books, editor critiques, agent
query passes, and writing and illustrating courses. This year we ran a contest
for illustrators to help design our website banner and Facebook group cover
photo. The top two winners got cash prizes, and the top ten are having their
banners featured on our website over the course of the year. Our grand prize
winner was illustrator Hui Li. You can find her Kidlit411 interview HERE.
We always welcome kidlit peeps to join our Facebook group or follow our
website and get connected. We can be reached at kidlit411(at)kidlit411(dot)
com. Please join us!

Sylvia is a children’s author and illustrator
whose first career was in environmental law.
Her debut picture book, A MORNING WITH
GRANDPA, illustrated by Christina Forshay,
won the 2013 Lee & Low New Voices Award.
Sylvia also writes middle-grade science
fiction. enjoyingplanetearth.com
(Photo: K Woodard Photography)
Kidlit411 contest banner winner. Illustration: HUI LI, shulululee
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Manuscript Under the
Microscope: Copyediting
by Susan VanHecke

Hey, you sold that manuscript! Congratulations!

example a.

So now what?
Welcome to the editorial process, where your manuscript
will be honed and polished to its greatest shining potential,
most likely with help from a copyeditor. But what, exactly,
does a copyeditor do?
Once you and your editor have ironed out the bigpicture components of your story—plot and character
development, structure, pacing—most likely through a few
rounds of revision, your manuscript heads to copyediting.
Here the focus on your text goes from wide-angle to
close-up. The copyeditor puts your manuscript under
the microscope, correcting errors, querying questionable
passages, and preparing a style sheet, a record of editorial
choices that’s used throughout the production process to
keep everyone on the same, well, page.
Through several reads, the copyeditor will scour
your manuscript word for word, sussing out errors
and inconsistencies. He or she will correct faulty
spelling, grammar, punctuation, and usage and ensure
consistency in spelling, hyphenation, numerals, fonts, and
capitalization. The copyeditor will track continuity of plot,
setting, and character, keep on top of chronology, and
fact-check people, places, and events for accuracy. He or
she may also eliminate wordiness and clichéd writing,
smooth out transitions, and revise sentences for flow and
readability.
Whenever the copyeditor comes across a confusing or
possibly incorrect passage in your manuscript, he or she
will flag it with a query. Just like it sounds, the query is the
copyeditor’s question to you on behalf of your reader. If
a phrase, sentence, paragraph, or turn of events doesn’t
seem to make sense, instead of revising the passage
directly, the copyeditor will ask about it in a query, leaving
the tweaking up to you. The helpful copyeditor will often
suggest a possible revision in the query.
The copyeditor will also format the manuscript to comport
with the publisher’s in-house style guide. The style guide
is a compilation of editorial preferences specific to that
publisher. For example, some publishers like signs, labels,
and words on T-shirts to be set in SMALL CAPS. Others prefer
ALL CAPS. Or Initial Caps. Or “Initial Caps with Quotation
Marks.”

example b.

Sidebar images courtesy Susan VanHecke

To keep track of all editorial decisions made while
working on a manuscript, the copyeditor will create a
style sheet. This document lists character names and info,
unusual words not in the dictionary, treatment of words
and numbers, story timeline, and other issues specific
to the manuscript. This helps all those working with
the text at the publishing house—editors, copyeditors,
proofreaders—keep things consistent. That way, greeneyed Tasha Clark of 212 Erie Place who turned fifteen on
page 6 doesn’t become brown-eyed sixteen-year-old Sasha
Clarke of 221 Eerie Court on page 206.
When the copyeditor is finished, your manuscript will be
returned to your editor, who might add more comments
before forwarding it to you. A copyedited manuscript often
looks like example a., edited in Word using Track Changes.
Or sometimes it looks like example b., edited on hard copy,
queries in margins or on Post-its.

continued on page 16
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To Market

continued from page 12

PUBLISHER ALERT!

Please put “SCBWI Referral” in the
subject line of the query email.

CALIFORNIA COLDBLOOD
BOOKS
californiacoldblood.com

INBOX LOVE: “I would love to
see an impeccably researched high
fantasy that draws on mythological
or historical structures other than
the usual Tolkienian mix of western
Europe and Norse/Greek/Ovid.”

California Coldblood Books is a
small publishing house dedicated
to science-fiction, fantasy, and
speculative writing that publishes
YA and MG titles in addition to their
adult titles. California Coldblood is an
imprint of Rare Bird Books with global
distribution through Publishers Group
West. Robert J. Peterson founded CCB
in 2014. He’s also the company’s head
of acquisitions, art director, lead editor,
typesetter, and webmaster. His friends
call him Bob. Normally, California
Coldblood accepts submissions
only from agents or through trusted
referrals. However, SCBWI members
mentioning this listing may query!

INBOX LOATHING: “I’m not so
much looking for thrillers in the James
Patterson mold. (Though he’s great.)”

INBOX LOVE: “We would love to
see exciting middle-grade fiction or
nonfiction with an inspiring science
theme.”

California Coldblood Catalog and
Submission Guidelines

TUMBLEHOME LEARNING
tumblehomelearning.com
Tumblehome Learning (THL) was
formed in 2010 by a group of
dedicated STEM activists, writers, and
software and curriculum developers.
Their mission is to help kids imagine

Manuscript Under the Microscope:
Copyediting
continued from page 15

An author can, understandably, feel overwhelmed by the
copyeditor’s corrections and queries. All those marks!
Don’t freak—the copyeditor’s working in the author’s best
interest. However, your book is, of course, yours—so don’t
think you must accept every correction or revision if you
don’t agree with it. There’s a magic word in copyediting:
stet. It means “go back to the original.” The author can
override any of the copyeditor’s marks with that simple
word (though the editor may disagree and discuss with
the author why).

themselves as young scientists and
engineers. Their award-winning books
for kids, ages eight and up, all have
a science angle—whether the story
be a mystery or an adventure. Each
book comes with hands-on activity
pages and links to online activities.
THL welcomes K-12 STEM submissions
from both first-time and experienced
authors. Submission instructions are
found on their website and must be
carefully followed.

INBOX LOATHING: “We would
loathe seeing sloppy science, poorly
edited pieces, or talking animals.”
Tumblehome Learning Catalog and
Submission Guidelines

The Copyeditor’s Toolbox
In trade (mainstream) book publishing, these are every
copyeditor’s go-to resources:
Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th ed.
Chicago Manual of Style, 16th or 17th ed.
Words into Type, 3rd ed.
Garner’s Modern American Usage, 3rd ed.

Remember, the copyeditor’s always got the author’s back.
Your copyeditor’s mission is to help make your book its
absolute best. Once all the issues spotted in copyediting
are addressed and resolved, your manuscript will be ready
to move to production, continuing its transformation from
words tapped out on your computer to that gorgeous
book in your readers’ hands.
Susan is a professional copyeditor and, writing as
Susan Wood, award-winning author of ESQUIVEL!
SPACE-AGE SOUND ARTIST (Charlesbridge),
AMERICAN GOTHIC: THE LIFE OF GRANT WOOD
(Abrams), and the forthcoming ELIZABETH WARREN:
NEVERTHELESS, SHE PERSISTED (Abrams). She lives
in Norfolk, Virginia. Find her online at
SusanWoodBooks.com, SusanVanHeckeEditorial.com, and
@SusanWoodBooks. (Photo: dback)
Illustration: MISHKA JAEGER, www.mishkajaeger.com
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Indie Bookstore Spotlight
Politics and Prose Bookstore
5015 Connecticut Avenue NW, Washington, DC, 20008 • (202) 364-1919 • politics-prose.com
Want to browse an amazing selection of
children’s, teen, and adult books, grab
lunch or a latte, or linger with your laptop
at an inviting coffee shop? Care to join
the conversation as an author presents an
important new book? Politics and Prose
Bookstore (P&P) has it all! Started in 1984
by Carla Cohen and Barbara Meade on
upper Connecticut Avenue, P&P has grown
into a DC institution. Bradley Graham and
Lissa Muscatine have been its owners since
2011. They’ve recently opened two new
locations—one on the Wharf and one at
Union Market!
In 1999, when the beloved Cheshire Cat
children’s bookstore closed, owner Jewell
Stoddard moved her collection to P&P. Since
2017, Donna Wells has been P&P’s children’s
and teen department manager. While living
in California, Donna worked as a bookseller
and advocated for gifted children. Mary
Alice Garber is P&P’s children’s books buyer.
Mary Alice joined the store in 1999, first as
community liaison, then as a bookseller and
assistant buyer to Jewell Stoddard.
The children’s and teen department have an
extensive backlist, while at the same time,
management ensures that bestsellers are
available. They also stock midlist books and
those from small publishers. Much effort goes
into maintaining a collection that reflects
diversity, contains titles that address critical
societal issues, and includes high-quality
trade editions in both fiction and nonfiction.
They aim to keep their selection broad and
place the highest emphasis on quality. The
advantage to being an indie, Donna says,
is that “staff members can bring up and
discuss among themselves the stories and
conversations they feel are important to the
community,” and buyers can purchase titles
accordingly.

From top: Politics and Prose storefront; Politics and Prose
window; Donna Wells (left) and Mary Alice Garber.
Photos: Laura Krauss Melmed

Local, traditionally published authors may
also request a book launch at the store.
P&P needs about six months lead time to
schedule an event. The store typically does
not host events for self-published authors,
nor do they shelve their titles. Evening events
are usually reserved for books for teens,
parents, and educators, while authors of
books for school-age children are scheduled
in the daytime.
P&P can arrange for author appearances
at local libraries and sometimes brings in
school groups for daytime author talks.
Politics and Prose Bookstore is also the proud
partner of local foundations and nonprofits
that sponsor author events in underserved
neighborhoods and that usually buy a copy
of the author’s book for every child!
Laura Krauss Melmed penned this
profile and took the accompanying
pics. She’s the author of many
award-winning picture books,
including bestsellers THE
RAINBABIES and I LOVE YOU AS
MUCH. Laura’s latest release is
DADDY, ME, AND THE MAGIC HOUR (Sky Pony Press).
Find Laura at lauramelmed.com and on Facebook.

Donna says of local, traditionally published
authors who would like to partner with P&P
to sell their books: “We want to get to know
them, but we’d also like them to spend time
in the store...The more time they spend here,
the more they will see what titles work for us.”
Traditionally published authors are welcome
to email the children’s department if their
book is not on the shelf. A PDF of the book
cover and critical reviews may be included.
Illustration: ANGELA DOMINGUEZ, www.angeladominguezstudio.com
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Grammar Tip
Capitalizing with a Capital C
by Catherine Spicer
Everyone knows the basic rules for capitalizing words
beyond the first word in a sentence. You capitalize proper
nouns, days of the week, and months of the year. Are you as
confident on the rules for when to capitalize a person’s title?
Here are a few key rules to follow when trying to determine
whether or not a title needs to be capitalized.

Rule #1 – Keeping it formal.
A formal title that precedes a name should be capitalized. A
formal title is conveyed upon someone because of academic
achievement (doctors) or authority (nobility, military rank,
and political or religious leadership).

More tips about capitalizing personal
and occupational titles:
Grammar Girl’s Quick and Dirty Tips
GrammarBook
Grammarphobia

RIGHT: His Royal Highness Prince William and his wife added a
baby boy to their young family earlier this year.
WRONG: I read an article last week about prince William and
his wife. (Prince, in this case, should be capitalized.)
Do not capitalize a title when it is being used after a name
or instead of a name. Prince William is widely considered to be
the next future king instead of his father, Prince Charles.

Rule #2 – Look at the meaning.
If I tell you that I live in the white house, that means that I
live in the house that is the color white. However, if I tell you
I live in the White (capital W) House (capital H), that means
I’m living at a very specific address in Washington, DC.

Proper nouns (nouns that describe a specific thing or entity)
are capitalized in English. Common nouns (my white house,
for example) are kept lowercase, since they are words that
describe many things—a house, the color white, etc.

Rule #3 – Job titles.
In contrast to formal titles, occupational titles describe what
someone does for a living. My best quick tip on when to
capitalize a job title is this—the title should be capitalized,
but the job is not. It all comes back to context.
If you are using the job title as a specific address, it should
be capitalized. “Do you think I should start running on a
treadmill, Doctor?” (job title as address)
The president will be traveling for the next thirty days to attend
to national affairs. (talking about the job)
The man in the next room is former President Barack Obama.
(job title)

To pull it all together:
I am a manager of customer content services at PR
Newswire (talking about the job). Customer Content
Services Manager Cathy Spicer is a regular contributor of
articles about grammar and news release writing tips (job
title). Spicer lives in a white house (not the White House).
She is descended from King Henry III (formal title) and
still periodically claims that she is a princess (common
noun).
Cathy is a manager of customer content services at
PR Newswire with more than twenty years’
experience. In one year alone, her team caught more
than forty-seven thousand mistakes in news
releases. She’s also the current president of the
Greater Cleveland Flute Society. Cathy blogs on
Beyond Bylines and tweets at @cathyspicer.

Illustration: TAMI TRAYLOR, www.traylorillo.com
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Critique Group Spotlight

WritingYA
Members
Members: David Elzey, Mid-Atlantic
SCBWI member Sara Lewis Holmes,
Sarah Jamila Stevenson, Suzi Guina,
and Tanita S. Davis.

How It Formed
In 2005, after attending a Craft of
Fiction class with Kathryn Reiss at Mills
College, Jennifer March Soloway (now
a literary agent) and Tanita S. Davis
formed a group with a promise to keep
writing. They invited others to join.
WritingYA was born. WritingYA has had
as many as eleven members and as
few as two. Through marriages, babies,
divorces, international moves, and
more, they’ve kept writing, fulfilling
their promise.

How It Functions

WritingYA members: (clockwise) Sara Lewis Holmes, Tanita S. Davis, Suzi Guina, David Elzey, and Sarah Jamila Stevenson.
Illustration: SARAH JAMILA STEVENSON, sarahjamilastevenson.com

WritingYA meets online. Calendar
maven Tanita posts a PDF of the
critique schedule. Two members
upload their work each week, using
the Slack app. On Wednesday nights,
they have a live one-and-a-half- to
two-hour text chat to talk about the
submissions they’ve read in advance.
Chats focus on members’ needs.
Sometimes encouragement on a
rough draft is needed, or a no-holdsbarred last edit. They might gin up the
Idea Factory for a stuck writer. Or they
might collaboratively lift someone
over a rough spot. Tanita says, “That’s a
valuable, nearly holy thing.”

kidlit world and/or discussion of a
writing technique book. Currently it’s
THE EMOTIONAL CRAFT OF FICTION by
Donald Maass.

“Our weekly check-ins keep me
thinking about my work. ”
After the chat, they upload written
feedback—line edits and page notes,
WOWs and HUZZAHs, anything that
deepens the free-flowing conversation
of the live chat. Once a month, they
devote a chat to current events in the

What They Love
About Their
Critique Group
DAVID: The group keeps me constantly
thinking about story, from the surface
to the bone. The casualness makes
it more of a peer dialogue and less a
critique, an environment that allows
for free-flowing discussions and the
ability to experiment in a safe space.
SARA: I love how flexible, encouraging,
and fierce we are in the pursuit of our
best work. I’m also proud to belong
to a group that values diversity, and
actively seeks it.

“The group keeps me
constantly thinking about
story, from the surface to
the bone. “
comments. Most of all, I love having
a supportive group of fellow writers
who’ve also become good friends.
SUZI: I love how deeply everyone
delves into each other’s writing and
how encouraging they are. They push
me to dig in and bring out my best
work.

TANITA: I love that it’s not just a critique
group. It’s a crucible for the testing and
the expansion of our ideas—über-hot
sometimes, but what comes out
is refined. It’s a deliberate act of
SARAH: There’s so much to love! Our
community and support. Writing can
weekly check-ins keep me thinking
be lonely and isolating—I love that
about my work. I also like that we meet we’re not in competition but cheering
via online text chat—it makes it easy
each other on.
to go back and review group members’

continued on page 20
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Critique Group Spotlight
continued from page 19

Member Bios:

How They Have
Grown as Writers

Tanita is a Coretta Scott King Honor–awarded author who
lives in a hamster ball. Her latest novel is PEAS AND CARROTS.
tanitasdavis.com

DAVID: Sara cuts through with questions that force me
to reconsider my approach to characters. Suzi has a keen
eye for details and phrasing—what rings false and where
my “adult” voice has slipped into the narrative. Sarah has
taught me more about the revision process than anything
I’ve ever read. And Tanita places a magnifier on the deficits
in my character’s emotional motivations, forcing me to
dig deeper to justify their actions and write better, fullyrounded characters.

Sarah is the author of THE LATTE REBELLION and two other YA
novels, as well as a forthcoming middle-grade graphic novel.
sarahjamilastevenson.com

SARA: As a group, we’re known for “flying an emo
owl”—which means squawking loudly when a piece skims
(or skips entirely!) a character’s emotional reactions. Each
member’s unique lived experience, shared unblinkingly,
has helped me craft more honest fiction. Plus, everyone
models true kindness in critiquing and that has helped me
over deep gulches of self-doubt.

David is a writer of stories for middle-grade and young-adult
readers. He is also the official chronicler of the fictitious town of
Hazleton-by-the-Sea. davidellzey.com
Suzi writes middle-grade and young-adult fantasy, with a soft
spot for all things fairy tale. You can find her on Twitter
@SuziGuina.
Sara is the award-winning author of THE WOLF HOUR,
OPERATION YES, and LETTERS FROM RAPUNZEL. Plan a school
visit with her at saralewisholmes.com.

SARAH: Being surrounded by writers whose opinions I
respect and whom I trust to give honest feedback without
being hurtful has been invaluable. And I’d be remiss if I
didn’t mention the amazing brainstorming sessions we’ve
had on days when I’ve needed to rekindle a sense of play in
order to move forward.
SUZI: The group has helped me step up my world building,
always asking excellent questions and finding places where
my painting of the world is thin. They’ve also helped me
with characterization, grounding the character in her own
world and making her feel like a three-dimensional person
with a past, present, and future.
TANITA: Each member offers a gift! David’s observations on
human nature deepen my characterizations, both Suzi and
Sarah point out unexpected places to heighten emotional
resonance, and Sara’s observations like “I think the story
starts two paragraphs later” or “Do we need this?” help me
constantly tighten and refine as I go.

Illustration: SARA GLENNON, www.saraglennon.com

Regional Kidlit Events Not Sponsored by SCBWI
continued from page 5

James River Writers Conference
The sixteenth annual James River
Writers Conference will take place at the
Greater Richmond Convention Center
in Virginia on Saturday, October 13,
and Sunday, October 14, 2018. Find out
more about this event HERE.

Old Dominion University
Literary Festival
The forty-first annual ODU Literary
Festival will take place in Norfolk,
Virginia, from Sunday, October 21,
through Thursday, October 25, 2018. A
diverse group of headline authors will
present on campus and off. Events are
(for the most part) FREE and open to
the public. Check for a schedule and
updates HERE.

West Virginia Book Festival
The West Virginia Book Festival will
this year be held on Friday, October
26, and Saturday, October 27, 2018,
at the Charleston Civic Center. It is a
FREE gathering of renowned authors,
vendors, publicists, and readers who
are enthusiastic about the power of
the written word. There will be plenty
of literary fun for all ages. Click HERE to
learn more.
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It’s a Wrap!

PAL members (left to right) Sue Fliess, Lezlie Evans, NoNieqa Ramos, Candice Ransom, and
Maria Gianferrari take a group shot after their Prince William County teacher development day
presentation. Photo: Margery Starliper

PAL members (left to right) Lezlie Evans, Sue Fliess, and NoNieqa Ramos gather for a group shot
after their Prince William County teacher development day presentation. Courtesy Lezlie Evans

Thank you, Lezlie Evans, Mid-Atlantic SCBWI PAL
Coordinator, for sending the following wrap-up our way!

Thank you, Terry Jennings, Mid-Atlantic SCBWI Critique
Group Coordinator, for sending the following in!

PAL members Sue Fliess, Lezlie Evans, NoNieqa Ramos,
Candice Ransom, and Maria Gianferrari (Kim Norman
was slated to join the group as well but was ill) took part
in a panel discussion for librarians and educators of Prince
William County at their teacher development day on April
16.

The first 2018 CritiqueFest took place on Sunday, April 8,
2018, at the Reston Library. Twenty-three writers attended
and we had picture-book, writer/illustrator, middle-grade,
and YA groups. Several writers were repeat attendees to
these events and many were brand new writers. It looks
like at least two of the groups will continue meeting and
helping each other!

The first PAL event of this kind was a great success! The five
authors spoke to the power of poetry, how they became
inspired in their love of poetry, and gave tips to educators
on how they can better use poetry-based books in the
classroom.
“The most rewarding part of the day for me was meeting
so many of the librarians and educators that put books in
the hands of children every day. They are a special group of
people!” Evans said.
A lovely lunch was provided for the authors, and
Bookworm Central provided copies of the authors’
books for them to sign following their two-part panel
presentation.

The event was a success, with comments from attendees
like: “Excited to be here and get constructive critiques!”
“It was good to have other writers look at my work as
opposed to friends.” “I had an opportunity to ask questions
and get them answered.” “I loved identifying weaknesses
and strengths in my manuscript.” “Getting a critique from
several writers, rather than just one, has let me see places
in my manuscript that could give readers trouble.”
We will have another event on Wednesday, July 25, 2018,
and on October 19, 2018, the Friday evening before the
SCBWI Mid-Atlantic’s fall conference.

The feedback from librarians and teachers was great.
Schenell Agee, supervisor, library media programs and
research, says we can look for more opportunities for PAL
members like this in the future.
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Author Spotlight

In the Spotlight: NoNieqa Ramos

Introducing NoNieqa Ramos, debut young-adult novelist from Virginia. Welcome, NoNieqa!
How did you find your way
to becoming a young-adult
novelist?

NoNieqa Ramos. Photo: Roger Hammons Photography

As a child, I was a poet and
picture-book writer obsessed
with words. Until
dictionary.com, I’d carry
a dictionary in my purse
#bcuzIwasKoolLikeThat. I
once gave my father a quilt
of Scotch-taped Post-it notes
inscribed with dozens of
metaphors. I evolved to writing
plays, my first one being about
the tribe of alley cats living
(and dying) in our backyard.
(I fed them cold cuts, which
reaaaaaaaaaaaally ticked off
my dad, who worked like ten
jobs to pay for those cold cuts.)

I progressed to writing short stories but transformed what
was supposed to be a narrative arc into disembodied
poems and was considered (1) experimental and (2) bound
to be published by a small press. I still plan to jack and
shred my first YA novel written at the University of Notre
Dame. No one, including myself, had any idea what that
novel was about, but I do recall a cyclops was involved.
Discovering Gabriel García Márquez rewired my brain and
activated my writing identity. Reading his novels and later
Laura Esquivel’s LIKE WATER FOR CHOCOLATE and Isabel
Allende’s APHRODITE: A MEMOIR OF THE SENSES lit all the
matches to a fire that is now stoked by the #ownvoices and
#WeNeedDiverseBooks movement.
Two more novels after that, I wrote THE DISTURBED GIRL’S
DICTIONARY.
Where did your inspiration for the unique format of THE
DISTURBED GIRL’S DICTIONARY come from?
Macy embodies students and foster children of the past.
I knew Macy was a wild horse, unbridled, fierce, raw,
beautiful, exponentially frustrating. But how to make an
emotionally disturbed child accessible to readers? I wanted
Macy to control her own narrative. The dictionary format
spoke to me and allowed Macy to speak her mind.

How did you find a home for this, your debut book, at
Carolrhoda Lab?
My agent Emily Keyes thought Carolrhoda Lab would be
a great home for TDGD. They have a rep for literature that
pushes boundaries. When I read the letter of interest from
Amy Fitzgerald and Alix Reid, I knew they got Macy and
they got what I was trying to do. It was a match.
Besides, being a debut writer had a learning curve all its
own. My book baby TDGD needed nurturing and tough
love. Macy’s voice was powerful but needed “voice lessons”
to hit the high notes. My partnership with Amy actualized
my book and developed my own editing skills. I can’t wait
until the summer when we tear THE BOOK OF LOVE up and
put it back together again.
Tell us about your book launch.
My book birthday was at the Ivy Bookshop in Baltimore.
The Ivy sends debut authors out to inner-city schools to
read and sign books. My first group was 120 middle-school
girls from Lillie May Carroll Jackson Middle. I met scholars
who’ll one day have works of their own on bookshelves.
I’ve been sending them free books ever since. I also went to
the Community School. I was supposed to spend an hour
there and ended up staying for three. The kids there were
all Macy. They had been there, done that, seen it, and still
stood surviving and thriving. I write for them.
What are you working on now?
I am working on several picture books. Announcements
will be made soon! I’m also working on my next YA project
with Carolrhoda Lab, THE BOOK OF LOVE. In it, my high
school protagonist Verdad is a Puerto Rican girl who has
survived gun violence but lost her best friend. She goes on
a journey of recovery and self-discovery where she explores
her identity as a Puerto Rican powerhouse and her sexual
identity as a gender-fluid girl (except when she isn’t) who
falls in love with a trans boy, Danny.
NoNieqa, raised in the Boogie Down Bronx, is an award-winning
educator, literary activist, and writer of intense young-adult
literature. Carolrhoda Labs released her debut novel, THE DISTURBED
GIRL’S DICTIONARY, February 1, 2018. She is a passionate supporter of
the #weneeddiversebooks and #ownvoices movement. Connect with
her at nonieqaramos.com.
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Meet Our Volunteers

Introducing Joan Waites, Illustrator
Coordinator
How long have you been
volunteering with Mid-Atlantic
SCBWI?
I have been volunteering as the
region’s Illustrator Coordinator
since 2001.
What duties have you performed
as a Mid-Atlantic volunteer?
As Illustrator Coordinator, I’ve been
responsible for all the region’s
illustrator-specific programs,
helping with securing speakers
and sessions for illustrators at our
fall conferences, portfolio displays,
and contests, and I was very
excited to be working with our
Joan Waites. Courtesy Joan Waites
wonderful regional advisor, Ellen
Braaf, on our first ever picture-book retreat that was held
this past May.
What do you love about volunteering?
I’ve made so many wonderful friends over the years in our
SCBWI family, people who share a similar passion for books.
The industry can have a lot of ups and down, dry spells as
well as successes, and it’s nice to share those experiences
with others who truly understand.

What special privileges or experiences have you enjoyed
because of your volunteering?
I think you have to volunteer because you enjoy doing it,
enjoy working with other volunteers, and want to help
others on their path to publication. Volunteering and
working closely with speakers and industry professionals
is certainly a nice perk, but not an inside track to getting
published. However, making those personal connections
with editors, art directors, and industry giants that you
would not meet in everyday life is a definite plus, and one
that could potentially lead to an open door down the road.
Without volunteers to help run these programs, we would
all lose an invaluable resource to help us begin or to further
our publishing journey.
What challenges have arisen with regard to your
volunteering? Why are you glad you overcame those
challenges?
It’s hard for anyone to juggle work, family, and outside
volunteering in our busy lives. Planning conferences and
events takes a huge amount of time and commitment. Our
regional advisor, fall conference organizers, as well as our
key volunteers put so much time and effort into running
our region. It is sometimes hard to juggle book deadlines,
family needs, etc., but I always am glad I have been a part
of things. Working with everyone in our region is certainly
one of the highlights of my year, even after seventeen
years!
Why would you recommend volunteering with our
region’s SCBWI?
I’d absolutely recommend volunteering
to anyone in our SCBWI region. Not only
will it enable us to continue running such
quality events each year, volunteers will
also make some amazing friends, learn a
lot about the industry, and potentially make
some connections that will further them
along their path to publication.
Joan is an award-winning author-illustrator of
forty-five-plus books. A former adjunct faculty
member of the Corcoran Museum School of
Art and Design, Joan now teaches children
art in her own studio. Her latest titles include
AN ARTIST’S NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
(Pelican Publishing Company, 2017) and A
COLORFUL TAIL (Schiffer Kids Publishing, 2019).
joanwaites.com

Illustration: JOAN WAITES, www.joanwaites.com
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